Reportof  the  MedicalOfficerofHealth 

OF  THE 

Whitchurch  Rural  District, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1906. 


Gemtlsmb*. — 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  District,  including  the  Workshops 
and  Dairies,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1906. 

The  District  consists  of  the  Divisions  of  Whitchurch,  Ganarew,  Welsh  Bicknor,  Welsh  Newton, 
Llanrothal  and  Garway. 

It  domains  an  area  of  10,307  acres,  and  a  population  as  corrected  from  the  last  census  of  1,400. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  numbered  39,  viz.  :  17  male  and  22  female.  This  is  an  increase 
ol  18  over  the  number  last  year.  The  Birth  rate  is  27.8  per  thousand. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  17,  which  is  5  more  than  last  year;  of  these 
deaths  2  were  due  to  accidental  causes,  1  was  an  infant  that  lived  18  hours  only,  while  of  the  aged  1  was  81  and  4 
were  74  years  of  age.  From  April  to  June  no  deaths  were  registered  in  the  District.  The  General  Death  rate  is  12 
per  thousand. 

Zymotic  disease  :  The  District  has  been  quite  free  from  notifiable  disease  during  the  whole  year,  and 
until  the  close  of  the  year  epidemic  disease  was  not  prevalent.  In  December  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the 
Welsh  Newton  Schools  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  Mumps.  Every  effort  had  been  made  to  prevent  it  spreading, 
but  as  it  still  continued,  the  Schools  were  closed  for  3  weeks. 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


In  conjunction  with  the  Inspector  the  various  parts  of  the  District  have  been  visited  from  time  to  time. 
In  the,  Whitchurch  divisions  3  cases  ol  overcrowding  were  corrected,  1  foul  and  offensive  privy,  2  foul  and  offensive 
pigstyes,  2  collections  of  offensive  refuse  were  removed,  and  3  delapidated  privies  were  re-built. 

♦. 

In  the  Garway  division  there  were  corrected  1  defective  urinal,  3  foul  and  offensive  privies,  1 
accumulation  of  offensive  refuse.  1  defective  house  drain,  2  foul  and  offensive  pigstyes. 


In  Llanrothal  there  were  corrected  2  foul  and  offensive  privies,  and  in  Welsh  Bicknor  1  defective 

house  drain. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  AFFECTING  HEALTH. 


The  physical  features  and  general  character  of  District  is  rural.  The  greater  part  of  the  population  is 
engaged  in  agriculture. 

There  are  more  elevated  parts  in  all  the  divisions,  sloping  down  to  the  Monnow  in  Llanrothal,  and  to 
the  Wye  in  the  others.  The  highest  point  which  is  between  600  and  700  feet  is  in  Welsh  Newton.  The  whole 
District  is  sparsely  populated.  The  house  accommodation  for  all  classes  is  adequate  and  fit  for  habitation.  Over¬ 
crowding  is  infrequent,  and  the  various  cases  arising  during  the  year  were  corrected.  The  open  spaces  around  the 
houses  are  ample  and  kept  clean,  and  where  there  was  neglect  of  this  an  Inspectors’  notice  brought  about  its 
correction.  Prior  to  the  occupation  of  a  newly  erected  house  a  certificate  has  to  be  obtained  to  certify  that  the 
water  supply  is  sufficient.  No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

The  Sewerage  and  Drainage  is  efficient.  Defective  house  drains  have  been  remedied. 

Sewage  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ash  pits,  middens,  and  garden  irrigation  ;  it 
is  efficient  and  where  at  fault  has  been  corrected.  The  streams  in  the  District  remain  free  from  pollution. 

Excrement  disposal  is  by  means  of  earth  closets,  the  bucket  system,  and  still  more  frequently  by 
privies.  These  are  cleaned  out  at  intervals  and  “  the  soil  ”  buried  in  a  pit  dug  out  in  the  garden  and  used  later  on 
as  fertilizer.  1  Several  cases  of  foul  and  neglected  privies  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year.  House  refuse  is 
collected  in  middens  or  heaps,  and  thrown  on  the  gardens.  No  public  scavenging  is  carried  out.  The  water 
supply  is  by  wells,  springs,  storage  tanks  ;  it  is  wholesome,  but  in  many  parts  deficient.  The  wells  are  mostly 
unguarded  and  liable  to  pollution  from  cattle  and  the  use  of  unclean  vessels.  There  is  no  public  service. 

There  are  only  dairies  and  cowsheds  connected  with  small  farms ;  these  have  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
state,  as  also  have  the  workshops,  workplaces,  and  bakehouses.  The  Public  Elementary  Schools  have  been  kept  in 
a  clean  and  healthy  state.  At  Garway  and  Welsh  Newton  there  is  no  water  on  the  premises  ;  this  is  easily  procurable 
at  wells  adjacent,  and  the  sanitation  is  most  carefully  attended  to.  On  the  outbreak  of  any  epidemic  disease  the 
scholar  affected  is  sent  home  and  the  whole  family  isolated  as  far  as  possible  ;  but  should  the  disease  steadily 
increase  in  the  School,  then  it  is  necessary  to  close  it,  as  the  scholars  collect  at  schools  from  remote  and  more  or 
less  isolated  cottages  and  infect  each  other. 

Nuisances  are  abated  by  serving  an  Inspector’s  notice.  It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  institute 
legal  proceedings.  Notification  is  carried  out  and  isolation  of  families  ordered  and  disinfectants  supplied  in  all 
cases  of  infectious  disease.  No  case  occurred  during  this  year.  There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital,  and  the  nearest 
one,  it  at  Monmouth,  does  not  admit  outside  cases. 

THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 


There  are  12  workshops  and  3  workplaces  in  the  District  :  4  Bakehouses,  4  Blacksmiths,  4  Carpenters 
Shops,  3  Dressmakers  workplaces.  No  sanitary  defects  were  found  in  any  of  these.  The  Bakehouses  have  been 
lime-washed  regularly.  The  sanitary  accommodation  for  the  workshops  has  never  been  found  inadequate;  as  the 
number  employed  in  anyone  dose  not  exceed  3,  the  sufficiency  has  been  fully  met  by  the  standard  adopted  for 
houses.  There  are  no  home  workers.  No  underground  bakehouses  exist  in  the  District. 

I  am, 

Yours  obediently, 

LLOYD  G.  SMITH, 

M.D.,  M.O.H. 


February  8th,  1907. 
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WHITCHURCH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  ol  Whole  District  during  190<>  and  previous  Years. 
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*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Notk. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected 
by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  1 1. 

By  the  term  “  Non-residents  ”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in 
public  institutions  there;  and  by  the  term  “  Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “  Public  institutions  ”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are 
habitually  received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums.  A  list  of  the 
Institutions  in  respect  of  the  deaths  in  which  corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 
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(exclusive  of  area  >  10,307 
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I. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
outside  the  District. 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving 
sick  and  infirm  persons  from 
the  District. 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in 
which  have  been  distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the  District. 

Hereford  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Monmouth  Hospital. 

,,  Poor-law  Infirmary. 

Ross  Hospital. 

Is  the 

Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ? 

No. 

TABLE  IL  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES  IN  1906  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS 
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Isolation  Hospital. — None. 


WHITCHURCH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Deaths  during  Yea*'  1906 


Causes  of  Death. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ” 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Residents”  belonging 
to  Localities,  whether  occurring  in  or 
beyond  the  District. 
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in  the 
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II 
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Small-pox 

Measles . . 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  Mem 
branous  croup 

Croup  . . 

Typhus 

Fever  •>'  Enteric 

'  Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza 

Cholera 


Plague 


Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases  . 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

■  Tuberculosis.) . 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

Cancer, malignant  disease 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res¬ 
piratory  organs 

Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases  . . 

Accidents 

Suicides.. 

Convulsions 


All  other  causes 


All  Causes 
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WHITCHURCH  RURAL  DISTRICT, 


Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year  1906. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  ()ne  Yeai  of  Age 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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ALL  |  Certified 

CAUSES  |  uncertified  .. 
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1 

1 

3 

1 

Common 

Infectious 

Diseases 

1 

Diarrhual  < 
Diseases  I 

Wasting 
Diseases  - 

! 

Tuberculous/ 

Diseases 

Other 

Causes 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diptheria  :  Croup 

Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

Enteritis.  Muco-  1 

enteritis,  Oastro-  ! 

enteritis  ) 

Gastritis.  Gastro-  ( 

intestinal  ( ,'atarrh  j 

rPremature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  . . 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk  | 
Starvation  J 

Atrophy,  Debility,  1 
Marasmus  j 

Tuberculous  Meningi¬ 
tis 

Tuberculous  Peri-  \ 
tonitis :  Tabes 
Mesenterica  ) 

Other  Tuberculous  ] 
Diseases  J 

'  Erysipelas  . . 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis 

(not  Tuberculous )  ; 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlying 

.  Other  Causes 

i 

i 

1 

J 

1 

2 

1 

2 

I 

1 

3 

District  for  sub  division)  of  Whitchurch.  Population 

'  Estimated  to  middle  of  1906,  1,400 


f  legitimate  39 

(  illegitimate 
Deaths  from  ALL  CAUSES  AT  ALL  ACES.  17 


Births  in  the  year 


Deaths  in  the  year  of 


'  legitimate  infants  3 

< 

illegitimate  infants 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  fortheyear  1906. 

FOR  THE 

Sural  District  of  'Whitchurch, 

On  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

Factories.  Workshops,  Laor\dries,  Workplaces  &  J~ionr\eWork. 


I  INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


. 

Premises. 

Number  of 

I. 

Inspections. 

2 

Written  Notices. 

3 

Prosecutions. 

4 

. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

•24 

IN  one. 

Nine. 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises  included 
in  Part  3  of  this  Report 

t 

*9 

total 

00 

2. — DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars. 

1 

Found. 

2 

Remedied. 

3 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

4 

of 

Prosecutions 

5 

Nuisances  under  the  I'ublie  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances 

. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  • 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

Not  separate  for  Sexes 

NONE. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  : — 

Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground  Bakehouse  (s.  101.) 

Breach  of  Special  Sanitary  Requirements  for  Bakehouses 
(ss.  97  to  100).  . 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  Offences  relating  to  Outwork  which  are 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report. ) 

Total  , . 

3-HOME  WORK. 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 


Lists  received  from  Employers. 

I 

Twice  in  the  Year.  |  Once  in  the  Year. 


N  umbers 


Lists. 


Outworkers. 

3 


Lists. 

4 


Outworkers. 

5 


Numbers 
of  Addresses  of  Addresses 
of  of 

1  Outworkers  Outworkers 
j  received  forwarded 

from  other  to  other 
Councils.  Councils. 


Prosecutions. 


Failing 
to  send 


Failing  to 
keep  or 
permit  I 
inspection  j  lists, 
of  lists. 


8 


Wearing  Apparel— 

(1)  making,  &c.  -  - 

(2)  cleaning  &  washing 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  Nets 
Furniture  and  Upholstery  - 
Fur  pulling  - 


Umbrellas  - 


Paper  Bags  and  Boxes- 
Brush  making 
Stuffed  Toys 
File  making 
Electro  Plate 
Cables  and  Chains 


NONE. 


Anchors  and  Grapnels 
Cart  Gear  - 

Locks,  Latches  and  Keys  - 
Total  - 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  Year. 

(i) 


Number. 

(2) 


yj  Ph  r!* 

S-S  s 

<«•£  a 

0  0-0 

<U  M 

jag*- 

o  J3  of  <D 

O  U  j; 

a  P  2 

a  “>  g-a 
v  -  2  v 

s  S.-S? 

&  oM  3 

«•§  1  3 


Bakehouses 
Carpenters  Shops 
Dressmakers 
Blacksmiths 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 


15 


5,— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

(1) 

Number. 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  . 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133)  - 

f  Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  j 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  , 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Other  -  - 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) : 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M. 
Inspector  - 

NONE. 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year- 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

. 
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